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Migration-centered Vulnerabilities Leading to Sex Work

Precarity, Survival and Lived Realities of Sex Work 

Health Risks and Consequences of Sex Work

Coping, Resilience, and Support Needs 



Migration-centered Vulnerabilities Leading to Sex Work

"At the beginning of the war, it felt like the earth had disappeared from under me. 

There was no footing, no understanding of where to live, how to live, or for how long. 

It was complete darkness, but I had to pull myself together and make decisions."



Precarity, Survival, and Lived Realities of Sex Work 

“You know, you have to do everything to stay in Canada. Everything. You should be 

ready to commit any crime, forge documents, anything—get married, do whatever it 

takes to live in Canada”.



Health Risks and Consequences of Sex Work

"But men do a lot of things… they know that you discuss beforehand that this or that 

shouldn't happen, but they still do it… they still try to do it somehow. Sometimes, they 

try to remove a condom during sex."



Coping, Resilience, and Support Needs 

"I wouldn't know how to act if someone attacked me, but I know that riding public 

transport without a ticket will get me fined. I understand these things because they 

were explained to me."



Increasing Job Accessibility by Elimination of 
Barriers

Benefits and Incentives as Enticement Strategy

Requirement of Direct Communication for Job 
Details



Increasing Job Accessibility by Elimination of Barriers

⚬ "knowledge of English is not required"

⚬ "no experience needed"

⚬ "females to work from home"

⚬ "looking for active girls/women for online 

collaboration"

⚬ "free training"



Benefits and Incentives as Enticement Strategy

⚬ "need money quick and every day"

⚬ "earn over $1000 a day"

⚬ "flexible work schedule"

⚬ "possible accommodation...cozy home 

environment"

⚬ "private suite for accommodation"



Requirement of Direct Communication for Job Details

⚬ "all details in person"

⚬ "additional information by 

phone"

⚬ Generic/misleading job titles 

like "massage therapist" 

"assistant manager"
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"You have allowed me to process this, not even for you but for myself. It's a 
lesson for me-how I should behave, where my "blind spots" are, where the 
gaps in my awareness are, what I don't know. These are important 
questions. I am a woman raising a future woman; I have to teach her. This 
is extremely important to me. It's as if my consciousness has grown- my 
awareness has grown."



⚬Community-based research is a powerful tool for 

responding to crises and informing action.

⚬Findings are being mobilized beyond academia to 

inform community programs, services, and policy 

recommendations.

⚬Strong community partnerships ensure research 

translates into meaningful change.



Migrants and 
Community 
Partnerships

Economic 
Inclusion and 

Syrian Migrants

Migrant women’s 
entrepreneurship

Picturing Migrants’ 
Experiences 

through 
Photovoice

Food and Housing 
Insecurity with 
Ukrainian and 
Syrian Migrant 

Women

Muslim Migrants 
and Aging Well at 

Home

Migrant Women 
and sex Work for 

Survival



Contact Information: 
Dr. Kateryna Metersky kateryna.metersky@torontomu.ca
Dr. Areej Al-Hamad areej.hamad@torontomu.ca 



Please scan the QR code to view references.
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